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Atelier-c 
Kampion News World 
 

Cement industry on the way to green logistics, pilot 
testing of 150 E-trucks for transport 
 

HYDERABAD: As part of its green logistics efforts, India’s cement industry, which is the second 
largest in the world with an installed capacity of around 670 million tonnes per annum (MTPA), is 
testing the use of EV trucks (E-trucks) and has already deployed around 150 E-trucks, top cement 
industry officials said here on Thursday. 
 
The cement industry is also looking to invest around Rs 40,000 crore in adding around 40MTPA 
capacity per year or 100-120MTPA capacity in the next three years, Cement Manufacturers’ 
Association (CMA) officials said on Thursday on the sidelines of the 20th edition . of the 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)-Green Cementtech 2024 conference that started in the city on 
Thursday and will end on Friday. Each tonne of capacity requires an investment of around Rs 1,000 
crore, she added. 
 
On pilot testing of E-trucks in the industry, Neeraj Akhoury, Chairman, Cement Manufacturers’ 
Association (CMA) and Director, Shree Cement Ltd, said that this can reduce operating costs in the 
long run but challenges abound, such as higher ownership costs, heavy batteries, lack of adequate 
charging infrastructure and EV range. 
 
On the occasion, a report on ‘Greening Logistics: Electrification in Cement and Raw Materials 
Transport’ by CII and CMA was also released. 
 
“Despite challenges such as higher cost of ownership, longer payback periods and limited charging 
infrastructure, the cement sector has shown leadership in deploying electric vehicles for material 
handling and shipping, even on routes longer than 100 kilometers,” said Madhavkrishna Singhania, 
Chairman, Green Cementech 2024, and Deputy MD & CEO of JK Cement Ltd. 
 
He said the industry has recognized the long-term benefits of reduced emissions, lower energy costs 
and regulatory compliance. 
 
Noting that the industry relies heavily on road transport and internal combustion engine (ICE) trucks to 
move cement, clinker and other raw materials an average distance of 300 km, the report states that the 
cement industry is currently responsible for 2.3 million tons of carbon dioxide per year. Co2 emissions. 
 
“The transition to E-trucks offers an opportunity to reduce logistics costs by 25-40%. Vehicles that 
travel more than 8,000 km per month can be profitable given current energy and infrastructure costs. In 
addition, e-trucks powered by renewable energy can reduce CO2 emissions by up to 100% compared to 
ICE trucks, which emit approximately 6 kg of CO2 per ton of cement transported over a distance of 100 
km,” the report said. 
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Cement Manufacturers' Association: industry to pilot 
test 150 E-trucks 
 
The cement industry is embracing green logistics by piloting the use of electric vehicles (E-trucks), with 
approximately 150 E-trucks already deployed, according to top officials at the CII-Green Cementech 2024 
conference. Neeraj Akhoury, President, Cement Manufacturers' Association (CMA) & MD of Shree Cement Ltd, 
discussed the challenges and benefits of employing E-trucks in the industry. 
  
 In addition to exploring green logistics, the cement industry aims to invest approximately Rs 400 billion to add 
around 40 million tonnes per annum (MTPA) capacity each year, totalling 100-120 MTPA over the next three 
years. This translates to an investment of roughly Rs 10 billion for each MT of capacity. 
 
Despite challenges such as higher ownership costs, heavy batteries, inadequate charging infrastructure, and 
limited EV range, the industry sees potential in E-trucks for reducing long-term operating costs. A report on 
'Greening Logistics: Electrification in Cement & Raw Material Transport' by CII and CMA highlights the industry's 
leadership in deploying EVs for material handling and dispatch operations, even on routes exceeding 100 
kilometers. 
 
Madhavkrishna Singhania, Chairman, Green Cementech 2024 & Deputy MD & CEO, JK Cement Ltd, emphasised 
the long-term benefits of reduced emissions, lower energy costs, and regulatory compliance. With the cement 
industry heavily reliant on road transport and internal combustion engine (ICE) trucks for material 
transportation, E-trucks offer the potential to reduce logistic costs by 25-40%. Moreover, E-trucks powered by 
renewable energy could achieve up to 100% reduction in CO2 emissions compared to ICE trucks, which emit 
approximately 6 kg of CO2 per tonne of cement transported over a 100 km range. (ET Infra) 
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Indian cement industry embraces EV trucks 
 

By Suzanne Starbuck 
24 May 2024 
 

The Indian cement industry is piloting the use of EV trucks with the deployment of around 150 E-trucks as part 
of the country’s drive to promote green logistics. According to The Times of India, the country’s cement 
industry, which is home to a cement production capacity of around 670Mta, hopes that the use of E-trucks will 
help reduce operating costs as long as hurdles such as the higher cost of ownership and the weight of the 
batteries can be overcome.  
 
“Despite challenges such as higher cost of ownership, longer payback periods, and limited charging 
infrastructure, the cement sector has shown leadership by deploying EVs for material handling and dispatch 
operations, even on lead distance routes exceeding 10km,” said Madhavkrishna Singhania, deputy managing 
director and CEO of JK Cement, speaking at the Green Cementech 2024 conference. 
 
The conference also marked the release of a report by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and CMA titled 
‘Greening Logistics: Electrification in cement & raw material transport’. According to the report, the transition to 
E-trucks presents an opportunity to slash logistic costs by 25-40 per cent. Vehicles that operate over 8000km 
per month can achieve profitability considering current energy and infrastructure costs. Additionally, E-trucks 
powered by renewable energy could cut CO2 emissions by up to 100 per cent when compared to internal 
combustion engine trucks, which emit approximately 6kg of CO2/t of cement transported over a 100km range, 
said the report. 
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24 May 2024 
India's cement industry pilots EV trucks 

India: India's cement sector has launched a pilot programme utilising electric trucks, according to the Times of 

India. The industry has deployed about 150 electric vehicles, exploring their potential for reducing long-term 

operating costs, despite challenges like high initial costs and inadequate charging infrastructure, according to the 

Cement Manufacturers’ Association president and Shree Cement managing director Neeraj Akhoury. 

A report called ‘Greening Logistics: Electrification in cement & raw material transport’ was released, stating that 

the industry is heavily reliant on road transport and internal combustion engine trucks for moving cement, clinker 

and other raw materials across an average distance of 300km. The report also says that the transition to E-trucks 

presents an opportunity to slash logistic costs by 25-40%. Vehicles that operate over 8000km per month can 

achieve profitability considering current energy and infrastructure costs. Additionally, E-trucks powered by 

renewable energy could cut CO2 emissions by up to 100% when compared to internal combustion engine trucks, 

which emit approximately 6kg of CO₂ per tonne of cement transported over a 100km range. 

Madhavkrishna Singhania, chairman of Green Cementech 2024 and deputy managing director and CEO of JK 

Cement said "Despite challenges such as higher cost of ownership, longer payback periods, and limited charging 

infrastructure, the cement sector has shown leadership by deploying EVs for material handling and dispatch 

operations, even on lead distance routes exceeding 100km." 
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Mangalore: 24 May 2024 
 

Cement rms transitioning to electric trucks: 
CMA leaders 
 
India’s cement industry has begun transition away from internal combustion engines with 
the induction of 150 electric trucks to its diesel-dominated, heavyduty ¨eet to get insights 
into the way forward as it looks to cut down on carbon footprint, according to Cement 
Manufacturers Association (CMA) leaders. 
 
The piloting of the 150 electric trucks is expected to help understand challenges better, 
especially the evolving charging infrastructure, reduced payload on account of the battery 
weight to viability as well, they said on the sidelines of CII Green Cementech 2024 
conference here. 
 
“The transition to etrucks is a critical step in our journey towards reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and achieving broader goals of energy efciency and sustainability,” CMA 
President and Shree Cement MD Neeraj Akhoury said, adding the challenges included 
availability of trained drivers. 
 
The higher cost of ownership, longer payback periods and limited charging infrastructure 
notwithstanding, the industry has displayed leadership by deploying EVs for material 
handling and dispatch operations even on lead distance routes exceeding 100 kms, 
Conference Chairman and JK Cement DMD and CEO Madhavkrishna Singhania said. 
 
Deploying e-trucks is expected to cut logistic costs by 25-40%. However, profitability could 
be achieved only if the vehicles are operated for more than 8,000 km per month. 
 
Policy support sought by the industry to accelerate the adoption of etrucks include 
government subsidies for e-trucks and incentives for retrotting ICE trucks. 
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365Telugu.com online news, Hyderabad, 24 May, 2024: The 20th edition of CII Green 
Cementech, a pioneering platform driving sustainability in the cement sector, got 
underway at HICC, Hyderabad amid global recognition and anticipation. 

The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), in partnership with the Cement 
Manufacturers Association (CMA), is organizing this annual cement conference on 
23rd& 24th May. 

 

 



 

Since its inception, the CII Green Cementech has been instrumental in fostering 
dialogue, innovation, action and collaboration, shaping the industry’s journey 
towards a greener future. 

Mr. Madhavkrishna Singhania, Chairman of Green Cementech 2024 and Deputy 
Managing Director & CEO at JK Cement Ltd, remarked, “By committing to Net 
Zero, industries can not only contribute to the Global fight against climate 
change but also unlock numerous benefits that enhance their economic 
performance, operational efficiency & long-term sustainability.” 

India is the secondlargest cement producer in the world. It is projected to witness 
a Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of approximately 7% till 2026, driven by 
burgeoning infrastructure demands, government initiatives, and real estate 
developments. 

Recognizing the sector’s energy-intensive nature and its environmental implications, 
CII Green Cementech 2024 aims to explore innovative strategies and initiatives to 
reduce the industry’s carbon footprint. 

Mr. Neeraj Akhoury, President, Cement Manufacturers’ Association and Managing 
Director Shree Cement Limited, stated, “The Indian cement industry is committed, 
as responsible business sector, in supporting the nation towards net zero carbon. 
Sustainability is not just a business imperative, but it is a moral imperative”. 

In his remarks, Mr. Raju Goyal, Co-Chairman of Green Cementech 2024 and Chief 
Technical Officer at UltraTech Cement Limited, highlighted that the cement 
industry needs continued support and engagement of all the stakeholders in 
promoting sustainability and innovation. 

Mr. Shekhar Reddy, the national Vice Chairman of the Indian Green Building 
Council(IGBC), emphasized the importance of green cement, such as fly-ash-based 
cement, slag-based cement, and composite cement, in driving the Indian building 
sector toward more sustainable practices. 

Indian cement plants are some of the most energy- and carbon-efficient in the 
world. Through various initiatives, like electrification of transport systems, 
adoption of alternative, more sustainable fuels, low-carbon cement technologies 
and energy efficient processes etc., the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)is 
supporting the cement industry in paving the road towards a net-zero carbon 
future. 

 

 

 

 



 

Highlights of the event: 

 The publication, “Green Logistics: Electric Vehicles for Cement Sector”, 
which explores the practical implications, benefits, and challenges of 
integrating electric trucks (E-trucks) into cement sector’s operations, 
was launched at the event. 

 The web tool, “Benchmarking & Net Zero Web tool for Cement Sector”, 
developed to facilitate low carbon growth in the Indian cement industry, 
was launched at the event. 

 Over 50 sector experts from the industry and technology providers from 
India and abroad will share insights on how the cement sector can 
embrace new technologies and best practices to attain sustainable 
growth. 

Over the course of two days, CII Green Cementech 2024 will delve into the latest 
advancements in sustainable cement production. Discussions will revolve around 
breakthrough technologies, digitalization in manufacturing (Industry 4.0), integration of 
renewable energy sources, innovative financing, collaboration with stakeholders, and the 
promotion of circular economy principles and resource efficiency. 
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Times of India - https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/cement- 
industry-pilot-testing-150-e-trucks-for-green-logistics/articleshow/110375908.cms 

 
 

The Hindu - https://www.thehindu.com/business/cement-makers-begin-transition- 
from-ice-pilot-150-electric-trucks-cma-leaders/article68208905.ece 

 
 

Constructionworld-https://www.constructionworld.in/cement-news/cement- 
manufacturers-association-industry-to-pilot-test-150-e-trucks/55973 

 
 

Global Cement-https://www.globalcement.com/news/item/17397-india-s-cement- 
industry-pilots-ev-trucks 
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International Cement Review- 
https://www.cemnet.com/News/story/177070/indian-cement-industry-embraces- 
ev-trucks.html 
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10TV - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zG2VUgEJY4o 
 
 

HYBizTV - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGYW0jma2RM 
 
 

Cloud Media News - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4NvtXr8hAy0 
 
 

India Business News - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mz9CwXNiipg 
 
 

Siasat TV - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWRi9w0a_lk 


